Police warn of theft during holiday shopping
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EMC News While shopping during the holidays for the perfect gifts for all on your list can be enjoyable, it can also cause some shoppers to forget about taking caution with purchases, warns Barrhaven's community police officer, Constable Tara McDougall. 

Many shoppers tend to stuff their vehicles with valuable gifts, much to the delight of thieves who will break in and take other items as well, such as car stereos.

"Every year, thousands of dollars in merchandise and packages are taken from people's vehicles," she added. "People tend to put packages in their car while they continue shopping and this leaves a wide open opportunity for crime."

To prevent such a crime from happening, Const. McDougall said individuals should take measures to safeguard their vehicle, including ensuring doors are locked and parking in well-lit areas with pedestrian traffic. 

"If you're in an area where people are frequenting, then you're less likely to have your car broken in to," she said. "Never leave any valuables, including cell phones, purses and wallets, in your car. A lot of people downsize what they have and just take a bank card with them to shop, but it increases risk. Make sure nothing of value is visible through the windows of the vehicle."

Whenever possible, Const. McDougall said, take valuables out of the vehicle since most do have trunk access. Garages should also be kept locked and all shopping bags taken inside the home

Another tip is to keep an inventory of items that are in your vehicle such as electronics to be able to more readily report them should they be stolen. 

"Time and time again, when we see things stolen, there is no compliant because people don't copy down serial numbers, so make sure you have the make of whatever is in your vehicle, as well as the serial number and brand," she added. "Often we recover these items and try to find the right owner."

While shopping and using fitting rooms, Const. McDougall said people should be on their guard and ensuring that their purse/wallet and other bags are in view. 

"People tend to be more vulnerable and are in the mood of Christmas," she noted. "They have their purse and other bags in a shopping cart and turn their back to look at something for a second and someone could reach in and take them."

If a crime occurs and a shopper finds they are without a wallet, purse or packages, it must be reported to the local police. 

"People don't need to carry every piece of ID on them while shopping," added Const. McDougall. "We see many people with four or five credit cards and, if stolen, it takes a while to track them down and call the appropriate institutions. We suggest carrying one credit and bank card and not the rest of it."

To make a report, contact the Ottawa police call centre at 613-236-1222 ext. 7300.
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